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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
Minutes – February 13, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Brendelyn Ancheta, Tammy Bopp, Bob Campbell, Debbie Cheeseman, Annette Cooper, Shari Dela Cuadra-Larsen, Breanna Fetters (for Rosie Rowe), Gabriele Finn, Martha Guinan, Amanda Kaahanui, Bernadette Lane, Barbara Pretty, Kaui Rezentes, Susan Rocco, Patrick Sheehey (for Tricia Sheehey), Ivalee Sinclair, Tom Smith, Lani Solomona, Todd Takahashi, Jasmine Williams, Susan Wood, Shawn Yoshimoto (for Valerie Johnson) 
EXCUSED: Jenny Gong, Barbara Ioli, Debbie Kobayakawa, Dale Matsuura, Stacey Oshio, Zaidarene Place, Dan Ulrich, Amy Wiech
ABSENT: Natalie Haggerty
GUESTS: Steven Vannatta

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	Call to Order
	Chair Ivalee Sinclair called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
	

	Announcements
	Susan Rocco announced that SPIN will host any SEAC members who wish to attend the SPIN Conference on May 2nd.  She asked if SEAC would like to also man an informational table as in past years.   Tricia Sheehey announced that the Special Education Department at UH will be offering an on-line blended early childhood and special education program in the Fall.
	Annette Cooper, Debbie Cheeseman and Martha Guinan volunteered to man a SEAC table.

	Introductions
	Ivalee asked members and guests to introduce themselves, and if appropriate, state the constituency group they are representing.  Dr. Todd Takahashi introduced himself as the new representative for incarcerated adults with disabilities.
	

	Review of January 9, 2015 Minutes
	Debbie Cheeseman made a correction to a comment on page 2.  The sentence “I’m now teaching pre-kindergarten students, and a lot of the CCSS curriculum is digital and not multi-sensory” should read “I’m not sure if the curriculum has multisensory components, and you have to order above and beyond the base curriculum for students with disabilities.”
	The minutes were approved as corrected.

	Legislative Report
	Ivalee reported that the Governor has cut the Department of Education’s request by big amounts, and money is sought by everyone.  The Legislature has its own priorities, so it will be a difficult year for bills requiring money.  Ivalee met with Jill Tokuda, now Chair of the Ways and Means Committee, who indicated that special education may see cuts in the area of transportation.  Ivaee then asked Tom Smith to give a summary of the bills that SEAC has followed thusfar, and she encouraged members to weigh in on the issues.
	An handout of the legislative update was disseminated to members.
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	Legislative Report (cont.)
	Autism insurance coverage (HB 1108, SB 791) 
Tom reported that some of the bills requiring mandatory insurance coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of autism may be resolved through the Affordable Care Act (ACA) which provides for a full range of services for autism.
Licensure of providers of Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) Services
SB 40 addresses the licensure of ABA providers required by insurance carriers.  Tammy Bopp shared that the Early Intervention Section has contracts with providers for ABA and very few have BCBA certification.  Tom reported that there are 143 certified BCBA providers in the state.
Reconstitution of the Board of Education (SB126)
This bill adds two members, so that there is representation from each district.  It also requires that two members have experience in public education and two members have experience in business management.  Ivalee added that SEAC requested that some of the current Board members be transitioned to the new Board for continuity.
Anti-bullying
There are five bills that address prevention and response to bullying, ncluding cyberbullying.  SEAC has supported HB 819 with a recommendation to include monitoring and enforcement language.
Early childhood education
Several bills are calling for the creation of an early childhood pre-kindergarten program within the Executive Office on Early Learning.
SEAC suggested replacing the term “family engagement” with “family partnership.”
Administration of Epinephrine in schools
The portion of these bills that allowed DOE to buy epi-pens has been struck at the request of the Department.  They now address the administration of epinephrine and self management of diabetes treatment by students with diabetes.
Restraints and Seclusion
Ivalee reported that the Department’s report to the Legislature is stating 
	





























Copies of the Report to the Legislature re: restraints and 
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	Legislative Report (cont.)
	the need for release of $250,000 earmarked for training iniatives and a database enhancement.  Sandy Goya is putting together a subcommittee including members from SEAC.
ABLE Act
The federal legislation allows individuals with significant disabilities to save up to $14,000 a year without jeopardizing government benefits.  HB 119 will establish the program in Hawaii.  Susan Wood offered that the difference between an ABLE Act account and a special needs trust is that the funds remaining in an ABLE Act account after the individual dies would be used to reimburse Medicaid.  Ivalee asked Susan to monitor the implementation of the ABLE Act and update SEAC as needed.
SEAC role at the Legislature
Ivalee stressed the importance of using SEAC’s positive reputation at the Legislature where SEAC is invited by legislators to educate and assist with drafting bills.  A priority is to spend more time with Jill Tokuda to educate her about Medicaid reimbursement and savings through revision of contract terms to allow for group instruction.  Ivalee also asked members to think about whether SEAC should continue to submit testimony on legislation as an ongoing function
	seclusion were distributed on demand.



Susan Wood will monitor the local implementation of the ABLE Act and keep SEAC informed.





The issue of SEAC testimony will be discussed at the May 2015 meeting.

	Report from the Special Education Director
	Shari Dela Cuadra-Larsen reported on the following issues:
State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)
Shari thanked members for participating in the December Stakeholder meeting.  There were 96 individuals divided into internal and external stakeholder discussion groups.  A smaller workgroup met February 5th to further refine decisions and recommendations.  They looked at a Theory of Action and a rationale for setting the State-identified Measurable Target (SiMR).  In the meantime the USDOE is continuing to tweak the SSIP as they go.  They are now asking for a story about what is happening in the state, and how we arrived at each piece, incorporating stakeholders, data analysis and infrastructure.  At this point, most states have not decided on a SiMR.  Hawaii may tell the USDOE that we will wait for phase two to identify a specific group.  The feds are encouraging a narrow target, as 
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	Report from the Special Education Director (cont.)
	they want to guarantee success.  Shari reported that OSEP is getting some pushback from Congressmen who deem that they have overstepped their authority with results driven accountability.  Ivalee, Susan Wood and Bob Campbell offered the following comments regarding their participation in the small group:
· There were four community stakeholders and twenty DOE staff divided into smaller groups leading to rich discussions.
· The overall process was productive despite the difficulty of navigating some of the spreadsheets.
· Groups disagreed about targets, but the important point is that whatever target leadership chooses, they have the will and capacity to be successful.
· Unless leadership buys in and supports special education, it doesn’t matter what is in the SSIP.
Other comments offered by members included:
· No matter what the specific target of the SiMR, professional development has to be given to a whole range of teachers in multiple grades.  Depending on a teacher’s certification, some may not have been required to take a “how to read” foundational course.
· Hawaii needs to pursue State Professional Development Grants.
· We need more accountability for how Complex Area Superintendents spend their special education funds.
Behavioral Instructional Support Services (BISS) Contract
The BISS contract has been extended through SY 15-16.  Complexes have been trying to develop their own internal capacity to take over from contracts, but an evaluation revealed that this capacity is not where it needs to be in some areas.  The contract amount is about $2 million.
Questions and comments from members included:
Q.  Aren’t they going to hold districts accountable for capacity building?
C.  Many believe that in-house services are more costly in the long run, because you have to pay for benefits, training and supervision.
Q.  What experience is required to acquire an Autism Consultant title?  A.  
	Ivalee asked Shari to forward a letter from Congressman Lamar Alexander and others.
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	Report from the Special Education Director (cont.)
	I’m not sure, as OCISS is administering the contract.
Q.  I understand that the BISS is primarily for students with autism.  Who serves students whose needs are similar but whose disability is not autism?
A. (Ivalee) Supposedly SBBH would deal with the behaviors.C. In my area on the Big Island, Autism Consulting Teachers (ACT) were selected by the District Educational Specialists (DES) with no experience, and the students’ needs are not being met.
C.  Another negative reason for narrowing access to BISS is that people are diagnosing kids who really aren’t autistic, just to get the services.
C. In Windward District all the ACTs are BCBA certified.
C. When my grandson was in high school, although he wasn’t autistic, he had some behavioral problems similar to ASD students, and he was able to get help.
C.  The leadership message must be clear:  all children must get the services required to make progress, no matter the diagnosis.
Q.  If you are a qualified provider, can a district buy services direct from the provider and not through the contract?  A.  That may be discussed.  There is no need for the state to hold a contract, if the districts know how to expend funds.
C.  We suggested using the same contract process as with NCLB’s supplemental services—an array of services to pick from.
C.  On the OSEP website, 41 states have been receiving State Improvement Grants.  Hawaii is not one of them.
	

	Update on E.R.K. Decision Implemetation
	Ivalee pointed out that there are about 1800 students who left school and may be eligible to receive educational services as E.R.K. class members.  Only 250 students have requested services thusfar, so Ward Research has been contracted to contact the larger group once more, under the assumption that the legal association in a previous outreach effort may have discouraged some class members.  Susan read an email from Debbie Kobayakawa, whose son Ian has indicated that he is interested in receiving services.  She has not had an update from DOE in 10 months, and so encouraged SEAC to urge the Department to take action.  Ivalee asked 
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	Update on E.R.K. Decision Implemetation (cont.)
	members if they agreed with the request to write to the Superintendent, whether the plaintiff attorney should be copied on the letter, and whether to also include the issue of students who are staying in school as adults are receiving meaningful services.  Consensus was reached to write to the Superintendent only and identify both issues.
	Susan and Ivalee will draft a letter to the Superintendent with input from Debbie Kobayakawa.

	SPP/APR Indicators
	Ivalee explained that SEAC chose not to submit APR targets to Debbie Farmer’s office as there was not enough supportive data to make a meaningful suggestion.  The APR (with the exception of Indicator 17-the SSIP) was submitted to OSEP in early February; however, SEAC is not aware of the final contents of the submission.  In the meantime, Susan Rocco suggested that there are indicators, like LRE, that could be researched by SEAC more thoroughly, with an eye to submit recommendations.  There is confusion in the field between inclusion and mainstreaming.  Another area that requires better understanding is Extended School Year and Extended School Day.  Often there is a narrow focus on recoupment and regression. Members agreed to keep SPP/APR indicators as a consideration going forward.  Martha Guinan suggested that individual members wishing to join a subgroup should contact her or Susan.
	

	Final Announcement
	Barbara Ioli announced that March 12th will be Day at the Capitol sponsored by the DD Council.  Individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities and their families take advantage of the event to visit with legislators.  Parent airfare scholarships are available, and parents are urged to send in photos of their children having fun or working as part of a DD awareness activity.  Ivalee praised the event and encouraged participation.
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