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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6LoRZsHMSs
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Desired Outcomes 

1 Explore different preschool environments for children ages 
3 through 5 in which special education services may be 
provided. 

2 Review the trend data for Indicator 6: Preschool Least 
Restrictive Environment.
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https://ideadata.org/preschool-toolkit/
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IDEA Data Collection Requirements

Annually, states must report to the US Department of Education, 

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on:

● the program in which children ages 3 through 5 attend, 

and 

● the setting in which these children receive special 

education and related services. 
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Monitoring Priority - Indicator 6

Percent of children with IEPs aged 3, 4, and aged 5 who are enrolled in a 
preschool program attending a: 

A. Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special 

education and related services in the regular early childhood program; 

B. Separate special education class, separate school or residential facility; 

and

C. Receiving special education and related services in the home.

(20 U.S.C. 1416(a)(3)(A))
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Educational Environments IDEA Early Childhood Descriptions
Services in Regular Early Childhood 
Program (at least 10 hours)

Attending a regular early childhood (EC) program at least 10 hours per week and received the 
majority of hours of special education and related services in the regular EC program.

Other Location Regular Early 
Childhood Program (at least 10 hours)

Attending a regular early childhood program at least 10 hours per week and received the majority of 
hours of special education and related services in some other location.

Services in Regular Early Childhood 
Program (less than 10 hours)

Attending a regular early childhood (EC) program less than 10 hours per week and received the 
majority of hours of special education and related services in the regular EC program.

Other Location Regular Early 
Childhood Program (less than 10 
hours)

Attending a regular early childhood program less than 10 hours per week and received the majority 
of hours of special education and related services in some other location.

Separate Class Attending a special education program (NOT in any regular early childhood program), and receiving 
special education and related services in a separate education class. 

Separate School Attending a special education program (NOT in any regular early childhood program), and receiving 
special education and related services in a separate school.

Residential Facility Attending a special education program (NOT in any regular early childhood program) and receiving 
special education and related services in a Residential Facility.

Home Attending neither a regular early childhood program nor a special education program (Not included in 
rows above) and receiving the majority of hours of special education and related services at home.

Service Provider Location
Attending neither a regular early childhood program nor a special education program (Not included in 
rows above) and receiving the majority of hours of special education and related services at the 
service provider’s location or some other location not in any other category.
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Source: 44th Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education, 2022

Comparison to the Nation

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/44th-arc-for-idea.pdf
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Community Resources

https://spinhawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/6-Preschool-LRE.png
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Community Resources

https://spinhawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Preschool-Outcomes.pdf
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Resources

❏ Dear Colleague Letter related to Preschool LRE

❏ Breadth of the Three Preschool Outcomes

❏ US Dept. of Health and Human Services & USDOE joint 
statement

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/policy_speced_guid_idea_memosdcltrs_preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf
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