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SPP/APR: Parent Engagement Requirements
In the FFY 2022 submission, each State must include a description of 
educational and community partners input on its targets, including: 

● How parents were engaged in target setting, subsequent revisions to 
targets, analyzing data, developing improvement strategies, and 
evaluating progress; 

● Number of parents engaged in these activities; 
● What the State has done to increase parent capacity to support State 

activities around improving student outcomes; 
● Mechanisms and timelines for public input; and 
● Mechanisms and timelines for making results publicly available.
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SPP/APR: Parent Engagement Activities

● Monthly SEAC Meetings 

● December 8, 2023 Educational & Community Partners 

○ A total of 66 educational and community partners attended 

the December 8, 2023 meeting. 

● SPP/APR Information and Feedback Department Website 

● SPP/APR Resource Page - SEAC Website 

https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/SpecializedPrograms/SpecialEducation/sppapp/Pages/default.aspx
https://seac-hawaii.org/spp-apr-resource-page/


HAWAI‘I STATE
Department of Education

December 8, 2023 Educational & Community Partner Engagement
The Hawaii State Department of Education and Special Education Advisory Council 
engaged our educational and community partners with a focus on obtaining input 
on:
a. Reviewing targets, current performance, and determine whether the 

Department made progress/had slippage and whether the targets needed to be 
revised. 

b. Providing input on improvement strategies for the following indicators:

Graduation & Dropout Parent Involvement 

Statewide Assessments Secondary Transition 

Educational Environments School-Age Post-School Outcomes 

Preschool Environments & Outcomes State Systemic Improvement Plan 
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SPP/APR FFY 2022 & Lingering Impacts of COVID-19
● COVID-19 pandemic lingering effects continued to impact performance 

on several indicators, and we continue to see those impacts. 
● More specifically those indicators that use lag data, from School Year 

2021-2022.

○ Indicator 1: Graduation 
○ Indicator 2: Dropout 
○ Indicator 4: Suspensions & Expulsions

● SY 2022-23 data reflects the second full year following the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Indicator 1: Graduation
Participant Feedback 

● Targets are reasonable. 
● Focus on improvement rather than meeting the target.
● The COVID-19 pandemic lingering effects impacted graduation 

rates. 
● Participants were curious to see what this year’s data will look like. 
● Social Emotional Learning (SEL) strategies to support student 

well-being. 
● Share strategies with general education for students who have 

complex needs. 
● Utilize Positive Behavioral supports, restorative practices. 
● Strategies for Improvement 

○ Here to HELP promote positive student behaviors
○ Hazel Health 
○ HMTSS - Hawaii Multi-Tiered Student of Support, 

student-centered well-being and mental health practices are 
prioritized on campuses across the state.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1biBHiS3it7qQ4YhMdM6DkFSest6SW8lT/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/ssshome/hidoe-here-to-help?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/ssshome/home
https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/Organization/Offices/StudentSupportServices/StudentServicesBranch/Pages/default.aspx
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Indicator 2: Dropout
Participant Feedback 

● Targets need to be kept low and standards high. 
● While there was a decrease in SY 20-21, the rate exceeded the target in 

SY 21-22; wondering whether the COVID-19 lingering effects impacted 
students’ coming back to in-person learning. Perhaps parents decided to 
homeschool or use alternative placement. 

● Moving from middle to high school may a big jump for some students. 
● Dropout by disability categories points out mental health needs. 
● Ensuring evaluations are current, so students can receive appropriate 

accommodations so students can receive appropriate accommodations 
when being admitted at a college. 

● Collaboration among school teams.
● SEL strategies to support student well-being. 
● Share strategies with general education for students who have complex 

needs. 
● Use alternative to suspensions - cap suspensions at the elementary level. 
● Utilize Positive Behavioral supports, restorative practices. 
● Strategies for Improvement 

○ Here to HELP promote positive student behaviors
○ Hazel Health 
○ HMTSS - Hawaii Multi-Tiered Student of Support, student-centered 

well-being and mental health practices are prioritized on campuses 
across the state.

https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/ssshome/hidoe-here-to-help?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/ssshome/home
https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/Organization/Offices/StudentSupportServices/StudentServicesBranch/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LpJUN2Wo_S1loOuqheD-_NMJb_3s-6dE/view?usp=sharing
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Indicator 5: School-Age Educational 
Environments 

Participant Feedback 
● COVID-19 lingering impact on students’ increasing needs for 

social-emotional and mental health support.
● Many students were freshmen who came with a COVID mentality, 

started behind, not feeling confident. 
● Keep expectations high, aim for growth. 
● Efforts to be consistent across the state - rather than voluntary.
● Work with schools to see the importance of inclusive practices. 
● Continue Improvement Strategies 

○ Exceptional Support Branch continued to scale up inclusive 
practices across 

○ Professional Learning Network (55 Complex Areas)
■ How to sustain change, review data, analyze for root 

cause analysis, and develop plans of improvement
○ Inclusive Practices Website 
○ Parent Resources 
○ Demonstration Site Information 

https://inclusion.hawaiipublicschools.org/home
https://inclusion.hawaiipublicschools.org/home/family-engagement
https://inclusion.hawaiipublicschools.org/home/demonstration-sites
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cs1LxPYD-1zvDkwMOWAO1w6vozTSXyCY/view
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Indicator 3: Statewide Assessments 
Participant Feedback 

● Create awareness of all the accessibility features available 
for students among IEP members and families.

● Recommend that the approved accommodations for 
statewide assessment training be available not just to DOE 
but extended to other IEP team members including the 
families. Link to Accessibility and Accommodations 
Training.

● Parent and Family Engagement to learn about statewide 
assessments. Hold events throughout the year.

● Infographics and social media campaigns to increase 
participation.

● Provide information to parents and students that the 
student will not be graded, but the statewide assessment is 
to see how the state is doing.  

● Inclusive practices to support students with severe 
disabilities in being exposed to grade-level concepts and 
skills. 

● Improve Awareness and understanding of Hawaii State 
Alternate Assessment (HSA-Alt) performance level 
expectation for the HSA-Alt.

https://smarterbalanced.alohahsap.org/-/media/project/client-portals/hawaii-smarter-balanced/pdf/2024q1/sy-2023-2024-accessibility-and-accommodations-training-updated-jan-2-2024.pdf
https://smarterbalanced.alohahsap.org/-/media/project/client-portals/hawaii-smarter-balanced/pdf/2024q1/sy-2023-2024-accessibility-and-accommodations-training-updated-jan-2-2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gmlEx1bXOLYYyxph2F2NYOMDFbU55h7M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gmlEx1bXOLYYyxph2F2NYOMDFbU55h7M/view?usp=sharing
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Indicators 6 & 7 : Preschool Environments & Outcomes 
Participant Feedback 

● Slippage for preschoolers attending a regular 
early childhood program.

● Increase in for preschoolers attending a 
separate special education class, school or 
residential facility. 

● Decrease of preschoolers receiving their 
services in the home. 

● Improvement Strategies 
○ Hawaii Preschool State Interagency 

Partnership Group to address inclusion 
with agency representatives from: Univ 
of Hawaii, DOE, Head Start, EOEL, 
DOH, Parents and Children Together, 
LDAH, Early Childhood Technical 
Assistance 

● More time is needed to collaborate with with 
community partners.

● Work with families to strengthen transitions 
● Preschool LRE training to Complex Areas 
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Indicator 8: Parent Involvement
Participant Feedback 

● Better messaging to outreach to families to respond to the survey 
for example, use social media. 

● Provide the opportunity for parents to take the online survey in 
more languages.

● Offer parents the opportunity to respond over the phone.
● Email the survey to parents

○ Make multiple attempts for parents to respond to the 
survey. 

● Consider putting into eCSSS a checkbox to indicate the survey 
was offered to parents.

● K-5 survey responses was the highest.
● How can the Department increase the response rate for 

secondary?
● The information from the surveys should be provided back to 

school to ensure that schools see the information as valuable and 
meaningful.

● Ensure the new survey is accessible, parent friendly across 
demographics. 
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Indicator 13: Secondary Transition
Participant Feedback 

● Ensure a variety of transition assessments are available to 
gather transition planning information (Preferences, Interests, 
Strengths, Needs).

● Provide more information regarding the different tracks (diploma 
and certificate) - what options are available for students.

● Diploma track students should also have both academic and 
functional needs addressed.

● Increase student involvement.
● Build self determination and advocacy.
● Staff support and transition services across all Department 

schools.
○ Ensure staff are supported.
○ Ensure services are available across schools in the 

state.
■ Work-Based Learning (WBL) Experiences and 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) for all 
students.

● Begin transition planning early - by late elementary or middle 
school.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11_LtTnPPZ0SwTXfmgMCY-xSX_CKdEBE1/view?usp=sharing
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Indicator 14: Post-School Outcomes
Participant Feedback 

● Increase Response Rate
○ Continue to offer a variety of ways for 

students/families to respond to the survey.
● Higher Education

○ Emphasize to schools and students that students can 
attend college.

○ DOE and CDS partnership for trainings for IDEA 
students wanting to attend college.

● Competitive Employment
○ Continue DOE-DVR collaboration - updating 

Guidelines.
● Other Education and Employment

○ Ensure appropriate services needed are provided at 
all high schools for students to receive maximum 
benefit.

● Ensure families understand Certificate and Diploma track 
options for the students’ future.

● Work-Based Learning (WBL) Experiences and Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) for all students.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dp8o4timUYg0GmAkpkwkEa0R93XE8qhh/view?usp=sharing
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Indicator 17: State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)
Participant Feedback 

● Offer training on Reading interventions geared towards students with 
disabilities to general education teachers. 

● Address length of training to account for teacher turnover. 
● Tie training to Continuing Education Units.
● Empower parents - include parents in training alongside educators - 

record training for rewatching.
● Expand the measurement mechanism beyond SBA - more frequent 

measurement tools. 
● Provide clear evidence-based practices to schools with mentorship.
● In 2014, a group composed of internal and external 

educational/community partners determined the focus and 
measurement for the State-Identified Measurable Results (SIMR) was 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) for students in the following 
categories:

○ Other Health Disability (OHD)
○ Specific Learning Disability (SLD)
○ Speech or Language Disability (SoL)

● Review and revise the current focus of SIMR to broaden its focus and 
measurement mechanisms. 
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Member Feedback on FFY 2022 on the Meeting 
Experience

Facilitator: Steven Vannatta
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SPP/APR Planning Input for FFY 2023 

Facilitator: Steven Vannatta


