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Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) Meeting 

October 16, 2026 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

The	Special	Education	Advisory	Council	will	be	meeting	virtually	and 	offering	online	access	using	 
interactive	conference	technology.	 	The	public	is	welcome	to	participate	as	follows:	

Public	In-Person	Meeting	Location		
Disability	&	Communication	Access	Board	(DCAB)	
Princess	Kamamalu	Builiding	
1010	Richards	Street,	Room	 118	
Honolulu,	HI		96813	

	
Participate Virtually via Zoom 
Click on the link below or copy and paste it into your browser window: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/jc/82020782991 
 
Meeting ID: 820 2078 2991 

 
Join by phone 
Dial (669) 444-9171 
Meeting ID:  820 2078 2991 

Public Testimony/Input from the Public 
Members of the public may present comment or testimony during Council meetings on each agenda 
item prior to any deliberation by the Council. Members or the public are also welcome to provide 
verbal testimony/comments on any subject related to the delivery of special education services during 
the agenda item “Input from the Public.” Public input is limited to 3-5 minutes per individual unless 
the individual has a communication disability that requires more time. Any person who needs 
additional time to present testimony or comments is encouraged to contact the SEAC office in advance 
of the meeting. This rule shall be placed at the beginning of all Council meetings. 

 
Written testimony/comments - To ensure the public as well as SEAC members can review testimony 
prior to the meeting, written testimony should be submitted 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting 
date and time. Any written testimony submitted after such time will be distributed to the members and 
the public at the meeting. Written testimony may be submitted by one of the methods listed below: 

· By email to: spin@doh.hawaii.gov 
· By U.S. Postal Mail: SEAC, 1010 Richards Street, Room 118, Honolulu, HI 96813 
· By facsimile to: (808) 586-8129 

 
Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

mailto:spin@doh.hawaii.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/jc/82020782991
mailto:spin@doh.hawaii.gov


Agenda 
 
9:00 a.m. A. Call to Order/Welcome  
 
9:05 a.m. B. Roll Call/Introductions  
 
9:15 a.m. C.  Leading by Convening Grounding by Susan Wood, Special Education  
   Advisory Council (SEAC) Chair and Steven Vannatta, Community Children’s 
    Councils and SEAC Leadership member 

  Members and guests will receive an understanding of how Leading by  
                  Convening principles are applied to SEAC meetings and activities.  

  
9:20 a.m. D.  Student Achievement and Literacy Update by Helen “Kupu” Kaniho,  

         Director, Exceptional Support Branch, and Amy Ruhaak, Comprehensive 
  Literacy State Development Grant 

  The update will include information about Act 234 which supports students  
                  with dyslexia and language and literacy challenges, the Comprehensive 
  Literacy State Development Grant which aims to create comprehensive  
  literacy programs for children from birth to Grade 12, and other current 
  literacy initiatives in the field which benefit students with disabilities.   
 

10:20 a.m. E.   Developing a Framework for Non-Mandated Transition Planning from Middle  
         School to High School led by Kupu Kaniho, Exceptional Support Branch  

          Members and guests will divide into small groups to provide feedback  
                              regarding resources and support systems needed for students with disabilities  
          to transition smoothly from middle/intermediate to high school. 
 
11:00 a.m. F.  Announcements 
 
11:15 a.m. G. Approval of Minutes for the September 11, 2026 Meeting* 
 
11:30 a.m. H. Agenda Setting for the November 13, 2026 Meeting* 
 
11:40 a.m.  I. Input from the Public 
 
12:00 p.m. J. Adjournment 
 
*Action Required 
 
If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please contact 
SEAC at spin@doh.hawaii.gov or (808) 586-8126 (V/T) as soon as possible. Requests made as 
early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. 
 
Upon request, this notice is available in alternate/accessible formats. 
 
The agenda and meeting materials for this meeting are available for inspection in the SPIN office 
located at 1010 Richards Street, Room 118, Honolulu, HI 96813 and on SEAC’s website: 
https://seac-hawaii.org/agendas. 
 

https://seac-hawaii.org/agendas
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SEAC meetings utilize the Leading by Convening process developed by the IDEA Partnership. 
As we discuss agenda items, the following questions are considered: 
1. Who cares about this issue and why? 
2. What work is already underway? 
3. What shared work can inform and unite us? 
4. How can we deepen our connection? 
 
If the remote connection (via Zoom) is lost due to connectivity issues or temporarily halted due 
to procedures to block an attempted Zoom bombing, the meeting will be recessed for up to 20 
minutes to restore communication. Individuals attending the meeting are asked to attempt to 
rejoin the meeting using the same meeting link. If the meeting is unable to reconvene within 20 
minutes, the meeting will be automatically terminated. 




